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because  of  the  want  of  an  ultimate  from  which  the 
Lord  could  act.  Therefore  the  Lord  took  upon  Him- 
self the  ultimate  of  the  human,  made  it  Divine,  and 
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Lord  as  the  soul,  the  body,  and  the  acts  of  a  man 
are  one. 
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The  Observance    Before   the   next   issue   of  The 

of  Thanksgiving  ,  c  i 

Helper  reaches  many  oi  its  read- 
ers^ Thanksgiving  day  will  be  at  hand  or  past. 
This  early  it  may  be  useful  to  have  the  day  in 
mind.  The  origin  of  the  day  is  not  at  all  known 
in  the  world  at  large,  and  the  impression  that  it  is 
a  day  celebrating  the  ingathering  harvest  prevails. 

The  Most  Ancient  Church  was  in  most  interior 
love  to  the  Lord.  People  then  did  not  gather 
in  great  cities,  but  they  lived  apart  in  their  own 
families.  Because  they  engaged  in  worship  most 
holy  in  their  tents,  the  tent  was  regarded  more 
sacred  than  the  subsequent  temples.  In  remem- 
brance of  that  most  holy  worship  of  the  most 
ancient  people,  celebrated  by  them  in  their  tents, 
the  Feast  of  Tents  or  Tabernacles  w^as  instituted, 
and  the  people  dwelt  in  tents  after  the  manner  of 
the  most  ancient  people.  This  feast  coming  at 
the  time  of  the  ingathering  of  the  harvest,  natu- 
rally came  as  the  church  externalized  to  mean 
merely  a  celebration  for  the  fruits  of  the  harvest, 
which  idea  still  prevails  with  the  Jews.  Knowing 
the  original  meaning  of  the  feast  makes  its  origin 
clear,  and  the  thought  of  its  meaning  in  our 
Thanksgiving  may  help  us  more  thankfully  to  ac- 
knowledge the  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord,  which 
have  ever  been  over  us. 
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K  *•    .  JSTecessarily  there  must  be  many 

Acting  in  Unity  .  ^         i  •  i     xi  i-i 

things  abont  which  there  are  dif- 
ferent opinions.  The  view-point  of  each  differs 
at  least  somewhat  from  that  of  every  other  person ; 
for  experience^  knowledge^  temperament,  and  de- 
sire enter  in  to  form  judgment.  Even  the  angels 
differ  in  their  opinions.  There  is  often  a  tendency 
to  feel  that  it  is  a  weakness  to  yield  to  those 
who  differ,  and  that  integrity  and  strength  of  char- 
acter necessitate  one  to  be  firm,  unyielding,  and 
uncompromising.  Yet  a  little  thought  might  con- 
vince one  that  for  many  to  act  together  in  unity 
there  must  ofttimes  be  great  concession.  We  can 
sacrifice  our  personal  opinions  for  unity  without 
forsaking  our  belief.  And  they  who  can  make 
that  sacrifice  are  really  the  strongest  characters. 

It  indeed  should  be  a  principle  of  action  that 
the  interests  of  many  are  more  than  the  interests 
of  one,  and  that  good  of  a  less  degree,  if  it  is  that 
or  nothing,  is  better  than  no  good.  We  may  justly 
urge  with  all  our  powers  what  we  think  is  right, 
but  for  the  highest  good  and  the  greatest  progress 
we  should  remember  that  the  angels,  to  whom  is 
committed  the  heavenly  kingdom,  are  mutually  in- 
fluenced one  by  another  to  act  together  in  unity. 
This  angelic  spirit  must  grow  until  it  characterizes 
both  family  and  church,  that  we  may  adequately 
realize  "  How  good  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity." 
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BY  THE 

Rev.  JOHN  WHITEHEAD. 


'^Without  Me  ye  can  do  nothing,'" — John  xv,  5. 

In  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  John  the  Lord  teaches 
the  true  relationship  of  the  disciples  to  Himself. 
He  is  the  true  vine^  the  disciples  are  the  branches. 
The  branches  are  pruned  that  they  may  bear  fruit. 
As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself^  but  must 
abide  in  the  vinC;,  so  the  disciples  cannot  bear  the  fruit 
of  a  good  Christian  life  except  they  abide  in  Him. 
Separated  from  Him  they  can  produce  nothing.  If 
a  man  abide  not  in  the  Lord^  he  is  cast  forth  as  a 
branchy  and  is  withered^,  and^  like  the  severed  branches 
of  the  vine^  he  is  henceforth  good  for  nothing  but 
to  be  cast  into  the  fire,  and  burned. 

In  these  graphic  sayings,  the  Lord  teaches  us  the 
necessity  of  depending  on  Him  that  we  may  have 
spiritual  life.  As  the  branch,  by  its  connection  with 
the  vine,  receives  the  inflowing  sap,  which  vitalizes 
the  leaves,  and  gives  nourishment  to  the  flowers  and 
fruit ;  so  by  our  connection  with  the  Lord,  we  receive 
all  that  vital  spiritual  force  and  power  which  develops 
the  thoughts  and  affections  in  right  ways,  and  which 
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implants  true  motives  that  are  the  very  life  of  our 
deeds  and  works. 

It  has  been  a  doctrine  of  the  church  in  all  ages 
of  the  worlds  that  man^  in  all  things  both  spiritual 
and  natural^  depends  on  God.  He  is  the  Creator  of 
the  worlds  and  the  Former  and  Maker  of  every  mater- 
ial comfort  and  blessing.  His  Divine  care  and  provi- 
dence are  over  us  in  every  minute  detail  of  our  lives. 
He  governs  everything  so  that  it  will  tend  to  promote 
our  eternal  welfare  and  happiness.  In  adversities^ 
sorrows^  and  trials^  He  so  permits^  leads^  and  guides^ 
that  they  may  serve  to  develop  strength  and  power 
to  resist  the  evil  and  promote  the  higher  good.  He 
follows  His  erring  children^,  and  from  His  Divine 
mercy  ministers  to  them  in  their  evil  states^  and 
in  every  possible  way  endeavors  to  lead  them  back  to 
good.  Yea  at  length  He  bowed  the  heavens  and  came 
down  as  the  Word  made  fleshy  that  He  might  save 
His  people  from  their  sins. 

The  church  has  ever  taught  this  dependence  of 
man  upon  God  for  every  spiritual  and  natural  bless- 
ing. The  Lord  while  in  the  world  also  taught  this 
doctrine.  He  illustrates  it,  thereby  making  it  clear, 
that  the  church  and  the  men  of  the  church  depend 
upon  Him  as  God  manifest,  the  Word  made  flesh. 
He  compares  their  relation  to  Him  with  that  of  the 
branches  to  the  vine.  As  the  branches  have  no  life 
in  themselves  separated  from  the  vine,  so  the  disciples 
separated  from  Him  can  do  nothing.  "  Without  Me 
ye  can  do  nothing.^^ 
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To  the  natural  man^  who  regards  all  things  from 
the  appearances  manifest  before  his  senses^  this  doc- 
trine of  the  church  seems  altogether  erroneous.  He 
who  adopts  the  material  philosophy  denies  the  very 
existence  of  God.  To  him  it  seems  that  death  ends 
all ;  God  is  a  mere  word ;  the  idea  of  God  he  believes 
was  originally  invented  to  explain  things  now  univer- 
sally ascribed  to  natural  causes.  The  idea  of  the 
future  life  he  thinks  was  originated  in  an  age  of 
superstition^  and  the  conception  of  God's  omnipotence 
and  man^s  dependence  on  Him  was  borrowed  from  the 
despotic  powers  of  absolute  monarchs.  He  rejects 
the  doctrine  that  man  depends  on  God^  and  substitutes 
the  scientific  conception  of  the  dominance  of  natural 
forces  and  natural  law^  which  man  reduces  to  sub- 
mission to  his  own  will. 

The  idea  that  material  things  constitute  the  whole 
of  existing  realities^  and  that  no  influence  can  be 
exerted  on  these  material  things  from  any  higher 
pow^er^  is  based  on  a  purely  sensuous  philosophy.  It 
arises  from  the  belief  that  there  can  be  no  reality 
except  that  which  is  manifested  to  the  five  senses  of 
the  material  body.  To  meet  even  this  lowest  of  all 
states  of  the  human  mind^,  the  Lord  descended  into 
the  very  world  of  matter;  He  clothed  Himself  with 
a  material  body ;  He  brought  down  through  His  own 
consciousness  the  Divine  powers  invisible  to  the  ma- 
terial senses^  and  manifested  these  spiritual  and 
Divine  forces  to  the  world.  He  did  this  that  man- 
kind might  be  elevated  to  perceive  and  acknowledge 


8  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  LORD, 


spiritual  realities,  and  that  men  from  being  merely 
natural  might  be  made  spiritual;  that  they  might 
embody  in  their  lives  those  spiritual  truths  and  goods 
which  are  the  fruits  resulting  from  conjunction  with 
Him,  and  from  the  reception  of  His  life  of  love  and 
wisdom  in  acts  of  usefulness  in  the  world. 

In  order  to  perceive  the  full  force  and  significance 
of  the  Lord^s  words :  Without  Me  ye  can  do  noth- 
ing/^ we  need  to  understand  something  of  the  modes 
and  degrees  through  which  spiritual  life  is  communi- 
cated to  man.    More  literally  rendered  our  text  reads : 

Separated  from  Me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^  Sweden- 
borg  in  his  philosophical  works  constantly  shows  that 
nature  itself  is  so  constituted  that  all  things  of  nature 
down  to  the  very  lowest  are  connected  through  inter- 
mediates with  the  first  cause  or  God.  The  lowest  and 
inert  things  of  the  material  world  not  only  receive 
their  forces  and  powers  from  those  of  a  higher  sub- 
stance, and  finally  from  the  sun  as  the  first  or  highest 
substance  in  nature,  but  the  very  substances  of  the 
earth  in  their  first  derivation  are  from  the  substances 
of  the  central  luminary.  The  very  substances,  forces, 
and  powers  in  nature  are  from  the  sun;  thus  we  see 
that  all  things  in  nature  are  not  only  connected  with 
the  first  principles  of  nature  in  the  sun  itself,  but 
they  are  derived  from  it,  and  depend  constantly  upon 
it  for  their  preservation  in  the  order  and  form  of  their 
existence.  The  sun  itself  can  say  with  all  truth  to 
the  system  of  planets  that  surround  it :  Without  me, 
separated  from  me,  ye  can  do  nothing.^^    All  develop- 
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ments  in  modern  science  strengthen  and  sustain  this 
teaching  of  Swedenborg.  This  dependence  of  the 
lower  things  of  nature  on  the  central  luminary  is  a 
picture  and  representative  of  the  dependence  of  man 
upon  God^  both  in  a  material^  a  mental,  and  a 
spiritual  manner. 

In  the  unceasing  discussion  of  important  philo- 
sophical and  spiritual  principles  that  is  going  on  at 
the  present  day,  it  is  important  to  get  a  clear  idea  of 
the  fundamental  principles  having  a  bearing  on  these 
subjects.  The  ISTew  Church  principles  shed  a  clear 
light  on  all  modern  religious  and  philosophical  prob- 
lems. We  have  already  seen  that  there  is  a  chain  of 
causes  and  effects  from  the  first  of  nature  to  the  last, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  from  the  sun  to  the 
earth.  If  we  separate  the  lowest  from  the  highest, 
its  powers  cease  to  exist;  if  we  take  away  the  inter- 
mediate ether,  or  cause  its  vibrations  to  cease,  the 
heat,  light,  electricity,  magnetism,  gravitation,  and 
molecular  forces  from  the  sun  are  instantly  cut  off 
from  the  planets,  and  they  perish.  So  it  is  in  man^s 
relationship  with  God. 

Swedenborg  not  only  pointed  out  as  a  natural 
philosopher  this  chain  or  series  of  causes  and  effects 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  of  nature ;  but  he,  as  a 
theologian,  reveals  a  still  higher  series  of  causes  and 
effects  between  nature  and  God,  and  between  man 
and  God.  He  shows  that  all  nature,  including  the 
sun,  stands  in  relation  of  effect  to  a  higher  or  spirit- 
ual cause;  that  there  is  a  spiritual  world  as  a  soul 
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and  actuating  cause  to  the  natural  world.  He  shows 
that  there  are  substances  higher  than  material  sub- 
stances^ which  give  life  and  activity  to  the  matters  of 
sun  and  earthy  but  also  that  the  very  matter  of 
which  the  natural  world  is  composed  derives  its 
origin  from  spiritual  substances.  He  also  points  out 
that  God  Himself  is  a  Divine  Substantial  Being, 
Who  appears  in  the  spiritual  world  as  a  Sun^  and  is 
there  seen  by  means  of  the  senses  of  the  spiritual 
body.  He  also  shows  that^  in  the  final  analysis^  all 
things  are  not  only  derived  from  Him  through  the 
spiritual  Sun^  in  a  series  of  causes  and  effects  through 
both  worlds^  but  that  they  constantly  depend  on  Him^ 
not  only  for  their  activity  and  life,  but  even  for  their 
very  existence.  It  is  a  very  essential  truth  as  applied 
to  the  relation  of  man  to  God:  Without  Me/^  or 
Separated  from  Me^  ye  can  do  nothing.^^ 
Again,  Swedenborg  in  his  theological  works  shows 
that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Word  made  flesh; 
He  is  God  manifest ;  the  Divine  clothed  with  a  human 
body  of  flesh  and  blood.  In  order  to  manifest  Him- 
self to  the  world  and  reveal  His  nature,  He  clothed 
Himself  with  all  the  planes  and  degrees  of  His  own 
creation,  both  spiritual  and  material.  If  God  can 
sustain  all  the  degrees  of  the  spiritual  and  the  natural 
worlds  by  an  influx  of  His  own  activity  and  life,  it 
is  evident  that  He  can  also  clothe  Himself  with  the 
substances  of  those  planes,  and  build  them  up  into  a 
human  form  capable  of  receiving  the  influx  of  His 
life  of  love  and  wisdom.    He  did  clothe  Himself 
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with  these  substantial  forms^  building  them  into  a 
spiritual  and  material  human  form^  through  which 
He  manifested  not  merely  the  physical  and  living 
forces  as  He  does  in  nature^,  but  also  manifesting  the 
very  mental  and  Divine  qualities  that  He  possesses 
as  a  Divine  Man.  These  Divine  Human  qualities 
and  nature  He  revealed  to  the  world  in  the  Divine 
Human  life  which  He  lived  on  the  earth.  In  that 
human  embodiment  of  the  Divine^  and.  through  its 
degrees^  there  flowed  down  the  qualities  and  nature 
of  the  Divine  Essence  or  Soul  operating  within^ 
which  is  called  the  Father.  In  Him  therefore  were 
embodied  the  Divine  qualities  of  infinite  love  and 
wisdom.  Through  Him  they  were  manifested  to  men 
in  forms  and  ways  adapted  to  their  capacity  of  receiv- 
ing. He  so  taught^  led^  and  influenced  men^  and 
continues  to  influence  them^  that  they  are  lifted  up 
to  realize  the  value  of  spiritual  principles  and 
motives.  He  established  a  real  connection  of  men 
with  Himself^  a  spiritual  conjunction  with  Him  and 
consociation  with  the  angels.  By  this  conjunction 
the  very  qualities  of  His  love^  wisdom^  and  life  flow 
down  into  human  minds  and  lives^  affecting  and 
influencing  them^  causing  them  to  grow  and  develop 
in  goodness  and  wisdom,  in  love  and  truth,  making 
them  images  and  likenesses  of  Himself. 

It  is  a  fundamental  truth  that,  were  men  severed 
from  this  Divine  influence,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
do  anything  good  or  receive  anything  true;  as  He 
says,    Separated  from  Me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^  We 
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see  this  exemplified  every  day.  Wheu  men  are  separ- 
ated from  the  Lord  and  from  the  principles  of  life 
that  He  inculcates^  they  are  assaulted  by  false  prin- 
ciples and  evils  of  life^  which  disintegrate  and  destroy 
all  their  integrity  of  life,  until  at  length  they  no 
longer  have  the  power  of  resisting  evil.  Without 
Me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^ 

All  nature  is  in  a  connected  series  of  degrees  in 
distinct  steps  upward ;  it  is  conjoined  by  correspond- 
ence with  the  spiritual  world  of  interior  causes^  and 
finally  or  inmostly  with  God  Himself.  Man  is  in 
a  like  series,  for  he  is  only  an  organized  form  of  these 
degrees  of  natural  and  spiritual  substances,  his  body 
being  composed  of  the  substances  of  nature,  and  his 
mind  of  the  substances  of  the  spiritual  world.  Man, 
however,  as  an  organic  form  receives  an  influx  of  life 
in  a  more  direct  way  than  do  the  inert  substances  of 
the  world.  Finally  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  fully 
embodied  the  Divine  nature  in  His  human  form.' 
He  received  the  influx  from  God  fully  and  perfectly, 
because  the  Divine  was  His  very  soul,  and  the  human 
form  was  brought  into  full  correspondence  with  His 
soul  by  glorification.  In  His  Glorified  Human,  as 
I^aul  says,  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Divinity 
or  Godhead  bodily.'^  By  His  Human  He  flows  into 
both  the  spiritual  and  the  natural  worlds  and  sus- 
tains them  in  their  order  and  form.  Especially  does 
He  flow  into  human  minds,  and  preserves  them  in 
order,  and  gives  them  life  and  vitality  from  Himself, 
as  John  says :  In  Him  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the 
light  of  men.'^ 
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God  inflows  into  the  world  and  sustains  and  gov- 
erns it  without  man's  sense  perception  of  this  gov- 
ernment. He  inflows  into  man's  mind^  and  gives 
life  to  his  body  and  activity  to  his  spirit^  bnt  the  man 
perceives  it  not.  To  man  life  seems  to  be  his  own 
and  to  be  inherent  in  the  body  itself.  He  directs  his 
energies  by  his  own  volition.  The  appearance  is  that 
man  lives  of  himself ;  even  as  the  appearance  is  that 
the  earth  is  a  centre,  and  that  the  snn  revolves  around 
it.  The  reality  is  that  God  inflows  with  life,  giving 
it  to  man  by  influx  into  his  inmost  soul,  entirely  un- 
known and  unperceived  by  man.  It  is  given  to  be 
exercised  in  freedom  according  to  his  own  reason. 

If  this  is  the  spiritual  reality,  why  is  it  not  more 
manifest  to  the  senses  and  to  the  external  conscious- 
ness? Why  does  the  man  need  to  learn  it  in  a  doc- 
trinal and  rational  way,  and  not  through  conscious 
experience  ?  The  influx  of  life  from  God  is  not  sen- 
suously perceived,  because  it  would  injure  and  destroy 
man's  freedom  were  he  so  to  perceive  it.  It  is  taught 
doctrinally  and  perceived  rationally  for  the  same 
reason  that  the  truths  of  nature  must  be  unfolded 
by  science  from  the  appearances  to  the  senses.  The 
Lord  teaches  that  separated  from  Him  we  can  do 
nothing.^'  The  Word  teaches  that  the  universe  in- 
cluding man  depends  on  God.  We  are  free  to  con- 
sider these  subjects,  and  to  acquire  the  truths  which 
confirm  and  establish  them.  We  do  this  through 
instruction,  by  experience,  rational  analysis,  and 
judgment.    When  truths  are  thus  acquired  from  the 
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Word  and  doctrine^  and  confirmed  by  reason^  science^ 
and  experience^  they  build  np  the  rational  and 
spiritual  minds^  which  are  thereby  formed  into  vessels 
receptive  of  a  higher  influx  from  God.  The  percep- 
tion of  rational  and  spiritual  truth  in  a  sensuous  way 
would  destroy  the  freedom  of  considering  the  subject 
in  a  rational  manner^  and  would  lead  to  its  acceptance 
as  a  fact  merely  of  sensuous  experience. 

Instruction  in  spiritual  truth  by  means  of  the 
Word  and  doctrine  builds  up  the  spiritual  faculties 
and  the  spiritual  mind  in  a  manner  analogous  to  the 
way  in  which  the  mind  of  man  is  built  up  by  instruc- 
tion in  science.  Truths  rationally  perceived  build 
up  the  mind  in  a  higher  form  than  do  facts  procured 
through  the  experience  of  the  senses.  So  of  spiritual 
truths  rationally  perceived  from  man^s  spiritual  facul- 
ties. They  open  and  develop  the  spiritual  mind. 
They  show  him  his  relation  to  God^  to  the  spiritual 
worlds  to  the  angelic  heaven^  and  to  his  fellow  men. 
They  open  up  higher  causes.  They  bring  to  his 
knowledge  and  perception  realities  far  higher  and 
more  potent  than  those  on  the  material  plane.  They 
reveal  the  higher  possibilities  of  his  own  nature,  and 
most  important  of  all,  they  show  him  his  relation  to 
the  Lord,  his  connection  with  and  dependence  upon 
Him,  the  new  duties  which  devolve  upon  him  as  a 
spiritual  being,  and  they  give  him  a  new  conception 
of  his  uses  and  duties  in  life,  all  flowing  forth  from 
his  perception  of  the  unselfish  nature  of  God,  and  the 
necessity  of  so  living  as  to  become  an  image  and 
likeness  of  his  Maker. 


CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  LORD.  15 


Separated  from  the  Lord  we  can  do  nothing.  Ab- 
solute separation  would  be  a  separation  from  life 
itself.  It  would  be  a  severance  from  the  inflowing 
stream  and  fountain  of  life^  so  that  the  one  so  cut  off 
would  cease  to  live.  There  is  natural  life^  received 
by  the  influx  of  life  from  God  through  the  soul  into 
the  body.  There  is  also  spiritual  life  received  by  the 
Lord^s  influx  into  the  truths  and  knowledges  depos- 
ited in  the  memory  and  understanding,  and  which 
are  brought  forth  through  the  will  into  the  actions 
and  deeds.  It  is  especially  these  deeds  of  the  spirit- 
ual lif C;,  the  good  of  life  itself,  which  the  Lord  refers 
to  when  he  says,  Separated  from  Me  ye  can  do 
nothing ;  that  is,  nothing  of  genuine  spiritual  good. 

Every  deed  comes  forth  from  the  will;  but  the 
will  must  be  directed  by  knowledge,  intelligence,  and 
wisdom  residing  in  the  understanding.  The  spiritual 
life  is  not  formed  by  influx  of  life  alone.  This  flows 
through  the  brain  into  the  body  enabling  it  to  live 
and  act ;  but  in  order  that  the  actions  may  be  human, 
living,  moral,  and  spiritual  in  their  quality,  they 
must  be  directed  by  human,  moral,  and  spiritual 
principles.  Spiritual  principles  manifest  all  things 
in  their  relationship  to  God,  hence  they  are  the  high- 
est and  the  most  potent  in  their  influence  on  the  lives 
of  men.  Civil  and  political  principles  manifest  our 
relationship  to  our  country  and  its  material  affairs. 
Moral  principles  manifest  our  orderly  relationship  to 
our  fellow  men;  but  the  spiritual  principles  as  the 
highest  and  inmost  manifest  our  orderly  relationship 
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to  God^  to  heaven^  and  to  other  men  as  spiritual  be- 
ings. These  principles  are  essential  even  to  the  right 
development  of  man  in  the  moral  and  civil  planes. 
The  highest  is  as  a  soul  and  animating  principle  to 
the  lower^  which  are  as  a  body.  Without  the  higher 
good  and  the  higher  life^  the  lower  is  only  a  shell 
without  a  living  essence  within.  To  establish  this 
spiritual  life^  and  to  give  life^  vitality^  and  genuine 
quality  to  the  natural  life^  the  Word  is  so  full  of  in- 
struction concerning  God  and  our  duty  and  relation- 
ship to  Him.  For  this  reason  also  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  so  often  taught  concerning  Himself^  the  neces- 
sity of  believing  in  Him^  and  our  dependence  on  Him 
for  life  and  every  blessing.  For  the  same  reason  in 
the  Heavenly  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church  so  much 
is  revealed  concerning  the  Lord^  and  so  much  con- 
cerning Him  is  unfolded  from  the  internal  sense  of 
the  Word;  for  without  a  knowledge  and  aclmowledg- 
ment  of  the  Lord,  the  life  loses  its  spiritual  quality^ 
becoming  more  and  more  natural.  As  men  cease  to 
believe  in  God,  as  they  cease  to  look  to  Him  and 
acknowledge  Him,  as  they  cease  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  manifestation  of  the  Divine, 
they  look  more  and  more  to  nature.  The  elevating 
principles  are  lacking  from  the  life.  When  men  in 
general  become  such,  the  tone  of  life  in  the  com- 
munity and  the  country  becomes  lowered,  and  finally 
demoralizing  evils  disintegrate  society  and  under- 
mine its  integrity.  When  these  threaten  the  external 
life  of  society,  reformers  spring  up  who  attack  the 
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evils  from  the  outside^  but  for  the  most  part  with 
palliative  remedies  that  do  not  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil.  The  only  real  cure  is  to  establish  true  spiritual 
principles,  to  bring  men  back  to  the  knowledge  and 
acknowledgment  of  the  Lord,  that  they  may  perceive 
their  relationship  to  Him,  and  the  duties  in  life  that 
this  connection  with  Him  involves. 

To  the  ISTew  Church  is  especially  entrusted  a  body 
of  doctrine  clearly  presenting  these  spiritual  truths 
to  the  world.  By  them  the  spiritual  life  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  Ave  are  placed  is  to  be  elevated  and 
developed.  They  are  the  means  by  which  the  Word 
is  understood,  the  Lord  known  and  the  life  per- 
fected. They  will  lead  man  to  the  Lord  and  effect 
conjunction  with  Him,  so  far  as  they  are  received 
in  faith  and  in  life. 

Our  duty  of  giving  these  truths  to  the  world  is 
clear.  They  open  up  the  inner  depths  of  the  Divine 
Word,  they  manifest  the  deeper  spiritual  truths 
concealed  in  the  letter,  they  show  most  clearly  our 
dependence  on  the  Lord  as  the  branches  on  the  vine, 
and  they  establish  beyond  doubt  His  words,  Sep- 
arated from  Me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^  Amen. 


WORLD'S  TEMPERANCE  SUNDAY. 

International  Sunday-School  Lesson  for  November  29,  1908. 


ISAIAH  XXVIII.  1-13. 

The  word  "  temperance  at  once  suggests  to  our 
minds  thoughts  of  liquor- drinking  and  of  abstinence 
from  liquor.  Properly^  the  word  should  bring  to 
mind  other  forms  of  self-restraint;  for  there  are 
many  men  and  women  who  never  touch  intoxicat- 
ing liquor  who  yet  have  need  of  learning  to  be 
temperate.  There  are  slaves  to  the  habit  of  drug- 
taking.  There  are  cigar  and  cigarette  "  fiends.'^ 
There  are  gluttons  at  table  as  well  as  wine-bibbers 
in  the  saloon.  There  are  coffee-slaves  scarcely 
higher  in  grade  than  tobacco-slaves.  But  since 
the  most  common  form  of  intemperance  is  that 
associated  with  liquor^  we  follow  the  custom  of 
dwelling  upon  the  evils  of  drunkenness. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  men  use  tobacco  for 
the  sake  of  the  poison  which  it  contains.  And  it 
may  likewise  be  said  that  men  drink  chiefly  because 
of  the  sense  of  ease^  relaxation^  and  pleasurable  stupe- 
faction liquor  brings  to  them — for  a  little  while. 
The  nervous  excitements  and  strenuous  living  of 
the  present  age  have  strongly  tended  to  increase  the 
18 


WORLD'S  TEMPERANCE  SUNDAY.  19 

use  of  stimulants.  But  there  seems  to  be  a  spiritual^ 
as  well  as  physical^  explanation  of  this  based  upon 
the  spiritual  significance  of  wine.  In  the  Scriptures 
wine  is  spoken  of  in  two  senses^  one  good  and  the 
other  evil.  When  it  is  mentioned  in  a  good  sense 
it  means  truth  or  wisdom;  when  used  in  a  bad 
sense  it  signifies  falsity  and  insanity.  For  example^ 
it  denotes  truth  or  wisdom  in  connection  with  the 
ancient  sacrifices;  when  used  with  oil  by  the  good 
Samaritan,  and  when  employed  by  our  Lord  at  the 
wedding  in  Cana  and  at  the  last  Supper.  This 
higher  meaning  of  wine  is  seen  especially  in  the 
account  of  that  wedding;  for  as  on  that  occasion 
water  was  turned  into  wine,  so  the  plainer,  colder 
truth  of  the  former  Old  Testament  dispensation  was 
filled  with  a  new  spirit,  was  enriched  and  warmed 
by  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  In  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount,  again,  the  water-like  truth  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  was  turned  into  wine-like  wisdom 
through  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  blessed  Saviour. 

Now  as  wine  may  be  grossly  abused  and  turned  to 
evil  ends,  so  may  the  spirit  of  truth  and  the  best 
of  wisdom  be  perverted  by  a  selfish  and  wicked  life. 
The  Scriptures  therefore,  as  in  our  lesson,  connect 
it  with  all  kinds  of  follies  and  insanities,  particu- 
larly in  cases  where  men  have  none  of  that  fear 
of  the  Lord  which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.  The 
sad  story  of  this  abuse,  from  the  drunkenness  of 
ISToah  to  that  of  the  scarlet  woman  in  the  Apocalypse, 
shows  plainly  what  its   spiritual   counterpart  is. 
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(Gen.  X.  21  and  Eev.  xvii.  6.)  Any  man  who  has 
no  fear  of  God  and  looks  only  to  himself  for  in- 
telligence and  wisdom  is  spiritually  drunk.  They 
stagger  like  a  drunken  man^  and  all  their  wisdom 
is  swallowed  up/^  (Ps.  cvii.  27.)  Is  it  any  wonder, 
then,  that  in  this  age  so  full  of  assertive  self -intelli- 
gence and  that  spirit  which  does  not  begin  its  wisdom 
with  the  fear  and  acknowledgment  of  God,  we  should 
have  an  enormous  annual  consumption  of  wine  and 
strong  drink? 

THE  DRUNKARDS  OF  EPHRAIM. 
The  strong  condemnation  by  Isaiah  of  the  drunk- 
ards of  Ephraim,  whose  glorious  beauty  had  become 
as  a  faded  flower,  has  in  it  many  a  wholesome  warn- 
ing for  ourselves.  For  there  is  a  spiritual  Ephraim 
in  every  man  and  woman.  In  the  economy  of  the 
human  soul,  Ephraim  stands  for  our  intellect  and 
intelligence;  while  Manasseh  his  brother  stands  for 
the  will  or  affectional  element  in  man.  In  an  un- 
perverted  state  Ephraim,  then,  represents  a  noble 
faculty,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  understand  the 
truths  of  faith  and  to  attain  wisdom.  Ephraim 
properly  is  a  glorious  "  crown of  intelligence  and 
wisdom  on  the  head  of  a  regenerate  man.  But  when 
the  mind  becomes  inflated  with  ideas  of  self-suffi- 
ciency, with  self-love,  and  self-intelligence,  then  it 
is  like  degenerate  Ephraim,  a  crown  of  pride,'^ 
drunken  and  foolish.  Compare  the  account  in  Ezek. 
xxviii.  12  of  how  the  wisdom  of  the  King  of  Tyre 
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turned  to  ashes  when  he  corrupted  it^  just  as 
Ephraim^s  beauty  and  wisdom  became  like  a  faded 
flower. 

The  prophet  continues  his  invective  against  those 
who  have  erred  through  wine^  and  through  strong 
drink  are  out  of  the  way/^  by  telling  how  they  are 
unable  to  see  aright  and  how  they  stumble  in  judg- 
ment. Thus  are  we  warned  against  both  physical 
and  spiritual  drunkenness.  The  one  form  of  in- 
dulgence and  inebriety  leads  to  the  other.  But  let 
us  remember  also  that  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to 
be  a  total  abstainer  from  liquor  and  yet  be  a  spiritual 
drunkard.  We  need  to  shun  the  evils  of  the  saloon; 
but  we  need  also  to  shun  that  pride  of  mind  and 
self-conceit  which  leads  to  mental  blindness,  lack 
of  judgment,  and  all  kinds  of  insanity.  As  sug- 
gested in  verses  9  and  13  the  best  way  to  avoid  those 
errors  is  to  be  like  a  little  child,  willing  to  be  taught 
precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little 
and  there  a  little  until  one  is  safely  led  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  and  peace. 
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